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IZ Toivo Ndjebela

This month, Cosafa wres-
tled the under-17 men's
:h.:l'r|pi:m5h.-p away from
Mamibia and handed it to
Mozambique because we
do not have fitting facilities
jE' even host a kidd/es'
lournamemnt,
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Jail has no
facilities for
Inmates’ sex -
Hamunyela

TRFF EEPORTER
WIRDHOEK

BNamihin Correctional Secvice
(NCS ] Commissioner-Gener-
al Raphael Hamuinyela says the
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Aape-accused former magistrale Jaco
Knnnedy. FHITD THE MAMIBIKN

country's jails do not have facili- |
ties where conjugal rights could
be enjoyved by inmates and their

featment deal

Hurdnr_ convict Kevan Townsend
PHOTO: FILE

spouses, after two incarceraled
men dragged prison authorities to
court to demand conjugal visits.

First esports
schools’
competition
hosted this
weekend

Convieted American murderer Ke-
van Townsend and former magis-

| trate Jaco Eennedy, who is await-

ing trial, dragged NCS to court,
demanding conjugal visits, among
other things.

Spenking to Namibion Sun yester-
day, Hamunyela said there is no legal
provision for conjugal visits to the
country’s prisons, let alone facilities
where any sexual activity may take
place.

He said the NCS strictly adheres to
the law, and if oneis passed Lo le-
galise conjugal visits, they will abide
by 1t

Continued on page 2

In a stinging letter, Namdia
workers in the bargaining
unit claim that the com-
pany has degenerated
under the incumbent
CEQO's tenure.

KEMYA KEARMBOWE
EMGOYI

amibia Desert Diamonds
I \’ (Namdia) CEO Alisa Amupolo
is facing internal resistance -
halfway through her tenure - after sev-
eral employees called for her removal
due to alleged incompetence, which
hns allegedly cost the company over
N#%230 million in lost revenue.
Namibian Sun understands the
workers wrote to the company’s board,
claiming that Amupaolo is not fit to lead
the organisation and that -._Emmu_ud
sales and international relationships
with glabal diamantaires have been
woded.
LrLup:nlu, wim_hni]s from a qludja
backgroand, is said to be strugeling to
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IN THE CROSSFIRE: Namdia CED Alisa
Amupolo, PHOTE; CONTRELUTED

find her feet in the highly competitive
and somewhat fragmented global dia-
mond arena, with claims that she lacks
an understanding of the industry and

* DIAMOND SALES ALLEGEDLY STAGNANT

Employees want
Namdia CEO out

the necessary expertise. She previously
worked as CEQ for 1CT infrastructure
company PowerCom, a subsidiary of
Telecom Namibia.

Namdia yesterday defended Amupo-
lo, saying she is a transparent leader
under whose tutelage the company
managed to record a profit, despite the
unstable diamond market.

‘Hand-to-mouth operation’

In the vote-of-no-confidence letter sent
to the board a week agn, workers in the
bargaining unit, which is represented
by the Mineworkers Union of Namibin
(BTN, said A.mupu.ﬂ.n'ﬂ actons result-
ed in the company’s financial fortunes
changing from a flourishing position to
the point where it cannot afford to pur-
chase dinmonds to sell on to its global
clientele,

They said: “In one and o half vears,
the company has degraded from a hil-
lion-dollar entity to a ‘hand-to-mouth’
operation, clearly indicating misman-
agement that could lead to the compa-
ny's closure”,

Continued on page 2
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I'| Presidential
| debates ‘may

spark yoting
{.. appetite’

IREME-NART VAN DER WALT
WINDHOEK

Presidential debates are, ne-
cording to Professar Johan
Coelree of the Namibia Uni-
versity of Science and Technol-
ogy (NUST), a solution to voter
. apathy in Namibia.

He said this during a panel
discussion in the run-up to the
end of voter registration for the
presidential and National As-
sembly elections in November,
“Reluctance to participate in de-
bates is nsymptom of the voter
apathy problem. We have to host
presidential debates and we have
o wonder what candidates are
afraid of if they are not willing to
participite,” he said.

Continued on paga 2
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Presidential

debates ‘may

spark yoting
appetite

IRENE-MARI VAN DER WALT
WINDHOEK

Presidential debates are, ac-
cording to Professor Johan
Coetzee of the Namibia Uni-
versity of Science and Technol-
ogy (NUST), a solution to voter
apathy in Namibia.

He said this during a panel
discussion in the run-up to the
end of voter registration for the
presidential and National As-
sembly elections in November.
“Reluctance to participate in de-
bates is a symptom of the voter
apathy problem. We have to host
presidential debates and we have
to wonder what candidates are
afraid of if they are not willing to

participate, he said.

Continued on page 2



make all informed Choice at
the polls.

Amid global trends that
young people do not partici-
pate in elections, he believes
this group in particular must
identify problems in their
communities and list them in
order of priority. After that,
they must take the initia-
tive to approach politicians
to explain to them how they
intend to address these is-

sues at the local level, he said.

~ “You don’t have to wait for
~ them, let them tell you what
they’re going to do.”

~ Lack of voter education
Natalie Russman, a repre-
sentative of the Konrad Ade-
nauer Foundation, said they
noticed good morale among
voters, but pointed out that
there is still a lack of voter
education.
She explained that young
voters are hesitant to vote be-
cause they don’t know who to
vote for.
Meanwhile, Namibia Insti-
tute for Democracy spokes-
person Ginola Nauseb said
many voters believe that



Presidential
debates

Continued from page |

Last week, Swapo Party
Youth League (SPYL) secre-
tary Ephraim Nekongo said
the ruling party will never
participate in presidential
debates.

He said Swapo has its own
platforms through which to
spread its policies and devel-
opment ideas to the voting
masses.

Youth under-represented
Coetzee also chastised the
youth for their reluctance to
participate in the upcoming
elections. “Only 8% of youth
are represented in parliament
- Why do you allow them to
g€t away with it at every elec-
tion?”
Despite his reluctance to
strengthen government policy
on the matter, he believes
itervention by the Elector-
al Commission of Namibia
(ECN) to set a deadline for
'€ Various political parties’
Manifestos may help voters
‘Make an informed choice at
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Natalie Russman, a repre-
sentative of the Konrad Ade-

nauer Foundation, said they
noticed good morale among
voters, but pointed out that
there is still a lack of voter
education.
She explained that young
voters are hesitant to vote be-
cause they don’t know who to
vote for.
Meanwhile, Namibia Insti-
tute for Democracy spokes-
person Ginola Nauseb said
many voters believe that
nothing will change if they
vote. He explained that voters
feel that their votes should
put bread and butter on the
“table.
According to Kristine Shetu-
nyenga from Social Enabled
Education Namibia, this view
is fuelled by voters’ despera-
tion. “The reason so many
people see this as a deal is be
cause they are desperate. We
have more than 80 000 peo- 3
ple who are in critical need of @

Shetunyenga also warned
young voters to be realistic to
avoid being led astray by poli
ticians.

Finelda Khuruses, a voter ed-
ucation officer for the ECN in
the Khomas Region, said the
electoral commission cannot
yet _disclnse any data on voter
registration, as this process

1Em*ill continue until 1 August.
irene-mari@nmh-hub.com.na



