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SOME political analysts have criticised
Swppolorhningthe campsaign trail for the
SMovember elections without o imanlised
party manifesio.

Bolitical .|F:L||'_-.'!-'.l Tanh | tormer .".';'l.'l.'.'l[!ill
hink tank member Ben Mulongeni says
this lendls COmpigTers ";I-"Eﬂj"!'l'l.lhhlh h
il mimi-rillies. “Usunlly, the manifesio
walllid be ready by March, and launched
by April or May,

That would direct campmgners to have
umiformity dnd send the same message
Mow wi hove people compaigning (rom
the back of their minds,” he says

He says releasing amanifesto [ate won'i
give party members ample time o digest,
mternalise and scrulinise it

Mulongeni sccuses the pary of being
;l]:_':;l._lgl_l_'dlli_. |_'L'|_1':II'I_1'I'E||1“. Incking & clear
ime of imstruction, He says two people
from the same organisation providing
different answiers 1o the s0me 1550815 8
red flag. Political analyst Nduma Kam-
wimyah says i's mmporiant thal wHErs
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e given sufficient time (o consider
I'I'Iﬂﬂlrl.'hlilr._ *Instead o waiting until
the ]y.nl minufi and expecting vesters to
consider you, release the munifesto eurly
and prowptly, in line with openness und
lransparency.” he siys.

Kamwanyah, however., says Namibian
vaters do not vote based on manifestos.
“II"s unfortunate that most voters look st
party history, the candidate presented, the
ethics omeniaton and the past struggle
for independence. “The dilemma of our
democracy is thit vorers don’t consider
whether the party ora leaderis presending
a credible policy direction or nol.” e says.

Kamwanvah: zays all the parigs ane
cually of the same oflence
~ Political analyst Johannes Coetzee

says not having a manifesto will cneate
a perception that o pariy docs not Know
where 1l 18 going.

He saysihe madmapol direction seetns
tiv be lost after former president Hage
Geingoh's death. A clear manifesto
allows campaign stralegies to be imple-
mented soonest (o convince potential

fire for late manifesto

voders that you luve a clear plan s the
governmenl of the day for the next five
years,” Coslies SOYE;

He says the matter oanbe interpreted as
mdecisivencss, infighting and » vacuum
of leodership.

"There 18 0 Srowing generation gup
belwden younger contenilers fos the 1op
positions in the purty hicrarchy and the
older generation of liberatlon velgrmns.
Uncertniniy abowt the manifesto has an
impact on the eohesiveness of o party,”
he says, “Swupo lhus failed miserably
in renewing jisell and to liberate jisell
ecopomically and morlly from ils past
glory that led 10 independence.

“Recause of this, inability L question
itself in terms of its appeal [0 younger
voders, Increasing voter apathy, rising
unemployment and moral 1ssues aboot
the Fishrot scandal, SME Bank and the
Government Instirations Pension Fund
without accepting any liability, the Inu.ing
party seems suddenly mol so centain any
more thut it s on track to secure ot least

517% at the polls.” he suys,

‘WORK IN PROGRESS'
On Suturday, Swapo think-tsnk cliis-

person Andrew Niikoado said the party

in sill busy working on ils manifesio,
*We are [ooking at when o releise the
manifesto, bul e ideal time is ot the end
of September.” he suid. Nitkopdo saad
hie dioesn't think releasing the manilesto
late would have animpact on the party s
CLnpaigns.
NOT URGENT
Meanwhile, Swapo spokesperson
Hilma Micanor says the issue of the
manifesto is not urgent. She says U

party manitesio 15 ready and the party 15
deciding on a4 launch date, *We are nota
party that promises peaple what we are

going 1o do for theimn. We have always
delivered and we will contmue to deliver
services ind on the needs of the Namiblan
people. That's all we e going to renew.’
she says, Nicanor says the party has cap-

tured the youth through its election theme

‘Umty in Diversity: Natural Resources

il Youth Empowerment for Sustainahle

Development”

* DIANNE HUBBARD

WHAT IS SODOMY? 'Sodemy i part of
the Roman-Duoich cominon aw inheried
by Woarmibia s kndenemdenoe:

EXPLAINER: Why the Sodomy Law Had to be Repealed

orientation. Butthe SouthAfrcan coun also
foumed that sodrmy violmes constitutional
righits to dignity and privacy. which Tuwve
clenr Namibian analogies,

The crime of sodoniy has heen repealed
re e e inelncdime Australia, New

Equality does nof mean that wc_r-hm.ﬂd
all have uniform bellefs and behaviours,

There are Namibians who beljeve thal
sex hetween men and women oulside of
marriage is sinful. There are Namibians
whi believe thit coniraception 18 wiong,

(he stale most endorse their befiefs and
force them on society ol large

“The fact that the lows on sodonty was
will i force added w the atmosphere of
dscrimimation agninst gaye and lesbrans
thal has sometimes pervaded polineal
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