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Canvassing the beacons of
light in the land of the corrupt

in terms of Transparency International's
ratings the overall trend since 1998-
016 15 stable
'mludm-,rmsmhtmufm
neacons of relative independence from
the legislalive and execulive branches
However, with the recent combining of
the High Court and the Supreme Court,
the executive encroached on the inde
pendence of the judiciary
The Anti-Corruption Commission and
the Election Dffice are not independent
They should report to a board consisting
of chvl socety members (with at least
a% poisibie politacal connections of 3530~
ciations with any pobt:cal party) and the
mecia not 10 shewed Parlament with a
two therd magority of the ruling party
( omtitutonal amendments without
adequate pubbc comsultation do not
enCourage transparency and open
debate
The central governiment & very much
n controd and domunates the adman-
strative and hnancual systems The
publs sector i incapacitated. bloated
ard] char acterised by weak mnatidutions
and] west paders as illustrated with
the wiatle of public recources e g the
memanagement ol TransMamib Awr
Hamebea Regional Councds and mems-
paiiwes

WILL AND SPIRIT

Central government neither has the
Capacy nor fhee ond bnatson 10 rmonatos
the pericemance of the ever nCreawng
nurnber of Puble Emterpraes (PEs) of
which the number currerd i 98 after the
recen] creaton of the Businets arwd nlel-
lectual Property Authorty (BIPA) who
volved in @ guestionatie land deal

e espril de corps (commorn spirt) of
Luble secton empioyees seerms of such 2
nature that @ transtormation & reGuired
1o motvate them and to improve [hes
pertirmance. Coruption i rife and

tlat sty mamdested as dustrated n g
rOran e arogance and runmng second
businesses duning ofice howrs (moon-
highting)

Public Private Partnershigs (PPPs) and

Black t corv ma | mpowermen! are used
a5 loopho e 1o evade accountabelity and
to ennch o gl number of privileged
poliically (onne ted people, eg the

Government Inattutions Pension Fund's
(GIPF) missing NT 660 million and the
Small and Medium Fraterprise Bank's
missing N$220 million and the state ol
the resorts of Namibua Wildlite Resarts
(NWR), including camping sites such as

memlﬂted ag milk
( inchuding Namibia Diaries). as well
» the technology and banking sectars
wiich were exposed by the Institute
of Publi¢ Policy Research (IPPR) in a

| name.

study as some of
the banks with the
highest sefvice
tees in the world,
They are protected
withou! any time-
nes or Largets,
creating an al-
mosphere of very
hrniled compettion
and very lumeted
incentives 10 increase effency and
reduce waste of resources (a manidests
tion of corruption)

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Public oversight mechanmms exrst but
they are uncoordinated and raretly el
fective Central government does nolt
encourage publc engagement with cnl
soCwely institubond i order 1o sbimulate
open debate about nahona! msues
YWhat has been positive was the current

| Presadent's inatial efforts to focus on

powerty and housing If these msues

are alleviated. corruphon can reduce
because housing poverty and corrup-
hon are interrelaled. ntertwined and
interdependent nsues that cannot be
addressed separately The corrupt land-
scape should be changed 10 reduce cor-
rupbion making (orruplon Impossibie
to occur, similar to the approach in ad-
dressang the cnime problem in New York
during the 1980y

A beacon of hght 15 the media thal are
allpwed o play a crilical robe in exposing
torruphion and making Dedple aware

ol ity mandestations. The number ol

s inal tubond inCreased wnce Inde-
pendende and willan thes conleal, the
medha's 1ole in Eaposing Corruphion also
ncieased The Media inastitute of South-
ern Atrica (MISA's) regional office 15 in

| Marmibaa and thes illustrates the heedom
 of the Namibian medha in the reghon

- Namabia nas been rated dunng 2016,17
| as the Alncan country with the most

. media lreedom

' The media locus on cormuption inCdents,

but does not adequately prachise inves-
tigative ournaksm. The media locuses

. mandy on bread and butter cases such

a4 covering inCidents and not adequately

| prownde an insghtiul and overall pes

- spective about cormuplion related msues
- of national concern Whaere investigative
| journalisim s practiced. it is on ad hoc

L Investigative journahsm costs much

maore money than merely rqn-fu -
cidents. From a financial perspective.

. media houses are too small Lo focus ad-
i Let us focus this year on reporting cor-
| ruption to make Namibia the tand of

Light and the Brave. Let us live up to our
jcoetzee anust.na



