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» Inligting kan ECN se reputasie red, sé kenner

Stembriev_ve: Fokus op inmen

Twee politieke kenners meen
die ECN het "n langdurige pro-
bleem met sy reputasie,

wat vererger word deur

die omstredenheid oor die
stembrieftender.
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“ Parl:_lr'tl moet meer van die
kostes maak . . hoekom
het die ECN h:::n.h: mense

gekies? Wie wis die bleérs? Was daar

omsigtigheld (due dilligence)? Wat
het hicrdic mantskappy vin die ander

onderskei?"

54 het die sosiopalitieke ontleder
Christle Keulder gister gesé in
verband met die tender wat die
Verkiesingskommissic van Namibie
(ECN) aan die maatskappy Hen-
Form toegeken het om vanjaar se
stembriewes te druk

Hy meen die kollig op die s
moontlikheid van inmenging in  Prof .Inhan Coetzes. o0 wsr
vanjar se nasionale verklesings deur
dié omstrede mantskappyismisplaas,  “Ons glo die gelionkel begin by die

Keulder glo eerder Namibiérs en  ldee van 4]::. tender wat aan hierdie
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heldsbospek deur die ECN pan Staats- hy glo sederk die vorige nosionale
verkiesings in 2019 reeds biroe
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heidshesoek deur die ECN aan Staats-

huis wanar die sekretaris-generaal van

Swapo opgedang het,” sé hy,

Volgens Coetzee kan dit bydra tot
loenemende steun vir alternatiewe
regeringsvorme, soos gevind deur dic
Afrobarometer.

Keulder is van mening dat enige
pogings om mel die verkiesing in
te meng meer as netl Ren-Form sou
behels.

“Ek sien nie hoe hulle dit werklik
sou kon doen tensy hulle stembriewe
druk wat reeds kruisies op het, As jy
promtvan inmengiog met'nverkicsing
moet daar 'n paar goed wees.

“Jy het stembriewe nodig en jy het

stembusse nodig. Jy moet in sekere
gebiede mense doarvan weerhou
om le stem en hulle in ander
gebiede annmoedig — daar s te veal
op die spel — hoofsanklik die rege-
ring en die land se reputasie * aéi‘;‘

REPUTASIE

Volgens Keulder raak die afgunstige
reaksie op die toekenning van die
tender om stembriewe te druk 'n breér
kwessie —'n “reputasieprobleem” wat

misplaas’
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hy glo sedert die vorige nasionale
verkiesings in 2019 reeds broei

“In 2020 het ons bevind diat die ver-
kiesingsproses ongrondwetlik was,
maar mie die uitslae nie. Dit maak nie
vir my sin dat ons glo die proses is
ongrondwetlik nie, maar die uitslae
wit doarmee verkry is, 18 nie,” sé
Keulder,

*Data wys die vertroue in die ECN
neem af en dit beteken dat mense
dinge moeiliker aanvaar, daarom
18 dit belangrik dat die ECN nou
die stappe doen om alles bekend te
mank,” sé hy.

Keulder en Coetzee stem saam dat
n gebrek ann vertroue in die ECN
daartoe kan lei dat geregistreerde
klesers nie stem nie.

"Die mense wint sal besluit om nie
té stem nie, is die jongmense en die
jongmense is diegene wat skepties oor
die regerende party, is” sé Coetzee.

Keulder bevraagteken ook waarom
die regerende party tol nou toe oor
die Ren-Form-kwessie geswyp het.

"lli "iiil'- iets wat hulle nie raak nie?
Is dit iets wairmee hulle oukei js?

- irene-marka nmby-hub.com.na
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Stemhriewe: Fol_(us op iilmen

Twee politieke kenners meen
die ECN het 'n langdurige pro-
bleem met sy repulasie,

wat vererger word deur

die omstredenheid oor die
stembrieftender.

¥ frone-Man van der Walt on
Jomima Beakes

l' Pnrt].'n meet meer van dio
knstés mank . Bookoem
Beldie ECM hlendiemense
gekaiest Winwas die bivars? Wis dinr
omsigtgheid (doe dilligence)? Wat
hest higrdie maatakappy van dieander
onderskei™”

54 het die =osiopolitieke ontleder
Chriktie Keulder gister gesé in
verbaid met die tender wat die
Verkiesingskommissie van Namibig
(ECN) ann dic montskappy Ren-
Form toegeken het om winjaar se
slembriews te drik
Hy meen die kollig op die
moontikheld van inmenging in

varjaar se nasionale verkiesings deur
dig omastrede mastskappy 1= misplans,

Eeulder glo verdar Numibidrs an

politicke partye moet hul sandag op
dig apnspreckiikhe id van die ECNin
dig fepderproses vestis

Verteenwoordigers vin 18 pollticke
partye het Sopdag vir 10 dee na
Johannesburg vertrek om die drok-
rroses van die stembriewe te monitor
Keulder mest die ECN 2 reputnsie
:n openbare veriroue in die
wganisnsie Sl steods pan skierwe
wees 4l sou die politleke partye se
Jserteenwaonrdigors no Mamibis
Lerupkeer met goedie uring vir die
drukproses

“Die ECN gnan nie hul reputasie red
snnder om dasrdie inligting bekend
e mank nle,” s&hy,

REAKSIE VAN OPPOSISIEPARTYE
Die woordvoerder van die Landless
People's Movement (LPM), Lifg-
lazn Simataa, het gesd die besoek
aan die mantskoppy sol ook
vertegnwoordigers help om dje
proses te monitor-en hulle kan nie
toelaat dat dic ECN met die proses
vioortgaan sonder emige Loesig nie.

"Ons glo die gekonkel begin by die
[des van die tender wat aun hierdie
mense foegeken (& Terwyl dit met ons
prokuredrs betwis word, glo onsd dat
ditvir die ECN gepas sal wees, indien
hulle konkel, dot peen politieke
puartye teenwoordig is wanneer die
stembriews gedruk word nie.

Christie Keulder
SOSIQPOLITEEKE ONTLEDER

'Die ECN gaan nie hul
reputasie red sonder
om daardie inligting
bekend te maak nie”

“Dus as ons danr |y, kan one sien
of die inmenging dasr plaasvind of
am te verseker dat die ECN bedreig
word. Onsvoldoen daarsan. manr as
die ECN alles in hul vermné doen,
kan ons ons goedkearing vir die ver-
klesingsproses gee,” het hy gesi.

D hoof van die Affirmative Repo-
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milioene eis

sitioning (AR) se repeatdeling, Mui
Ejituay] Kavetu, sé die partyse hesui
om 'n verteenwoardiger te stuur biel
geensins hul mening oor die toeken-
ming van die tendervernnder nie

"Ins posisie het nie verander Len
opsigte van die toekenning nie, selfs
voor die toekenning toe die ECN sy
yoormemens anngekondiz het om 'n
noodverkryging te doen

"In daardie stadium was ons nle
eens bewuns wie die tender sou
kry nie, Uns het die ECN daarop
dewyr dat die goloofwanrdighe|d
van die Verkiesing nie net oor die
withoms gaan nie, maar ook oor
die drukproses van stembriewe.”

JONGSTE VERWIKKELINGE
Professar Johan Coetzes van die
Nomibii Universiteit vir Wetonslap
on Tegnologie (Nust), =5 hyis “gewalp "
oor dis manier waarop die ECN dic
Jongste verwikkelinge hanteer,

“Dit s swaken teleurstellend = sé hy
Coetree voeg by dot doar tans ver
skele vranglekens oor dic integriteit
en betroubaarheid van die ECN hang

"Daar was onder meer 'n hoilik-

nie die kwalifikasies of curriculum
vitae van dr. Emvula aan die ciser
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‘AR plans too expensive for Namibia’

* LUGERETZIA KOOPER

POLITICAL analwvets say Alfirm-
tive Repositioning’s (AR) plans
wolld require massive funding,
which the country dioes nolt have.
AR luinched its manifesto over the
weckend af Katirma Mulilo, detailing
plans to tern the country’s misfor-
iunes inlo opportunities for progress,
Party leader Job Amupanda
belicves the AR can address ihe
country’s curren! challenges without
depending on donor funding.
*We e sell-defiming, as we decade
for ourselves what we think is the
best we need 10 do lor our country.
We don't tuke anything from oulside
and imiemalise 1. Thut's why, If we
hove 4 Jot of money, we would be
doing a lotof work. We hive alrealdy
done so much for the people with the
little resources at our disposal and we
will continue doing that even afler
clections,” he said.

Amupanda highlighted whit he
termed & primary example ol the
country s misfortunes, that the ingre-
dients to make 4 simple vetkoek are
being imported from South Africa,

mesulting in price inflation.
"We don't produce wheat or cook-

ing oil. 50 the prices ol these goods
are increasingevery day as weimport  have massive implications for trade

them. However, with the nght lesder-
ship, we can twm things around and
stirt producing these essential goods
locally,” he suid;

Responiding to questions by The
Nirnvibian vesterdiy, political nnalyst
Henning Melber noted that some of
the proposals in the AR's manifesto
are good and promise 10 improve o
lot. However, the pirty does nat state
how it will fund these nchievements
when the total debt of the country
has reached unsustainable levels and
requires fiscul prudence.

WHERE WILL AR GET
THE FUNDS?

“The question rémaink where they
will get the funds to build the Cape
Fria port, the two udiversities, two
national sport stadiums, double the
number of reflermal hospitals, distric)
hospitals and clinics., plus additional
investments in education that require
budgetary allocations.

“The fiscal cake s limited, sod
other expenses are also required for
further suggested reforms. The sug-
pesicd tax relorms area far cry from
financing all of this” he said.

Melber highlighted that the AR
plan to remove the redline would
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Job Amupanda

relations with apricultural products,
most important by, mcal.

*I'he manifesio mentions with no
word the possible setbacks in terms of
trade halances, but also the economic
situation of farmers,” he sad.

Another political analyst Johan
Coetzee says the AR's plans to
declire all indigenous lunguages s
nutionul languages and permit their
use in parligment does not make
financial sense, os il would require
funding. which could have gone 1o
other serions challenges,

“The opportunity cost of such

e

We are self-defining, as we decide for ourselves what we think is
the best we need to do for our country. We don't take anything from
outside and internalise it. That's why, if we have a lot of money, we
would be doing a lot of work. We have already done so much for the
people with the little resources al our disposal and we will continue

doing that even after elections.

a promise will not make socio-
eoonomic sense compared o higher
priovity chullenges, such as unem-
ployment, education and sulestaecdord
healtheare,” he sayx.

Furthermore, he says banning/
regulating foreign land ownership
will scare wnvestors away and slow
development,

“As fot their plans o review and
refegobisle agreements on naturad
resources, | find that it's not realis-
te and will equally scare investor
conlidence.

It will not speak well for private
property rights amd consistency n
the application of the lew. ltwill bea
disastrous move, a5 we have leanmed

from Zimbabwe and Venezuelp”

he suys.

Coetzee, further cnitiques thie AR s

— Job AmuGaerrdh

the lavoff of workers.

"The conscquences | il Eeantvs-
g lobour would resull n corrup-
tion and the abuse of people. 10 will
ingrease unemployment and labour
muecurity, e says

Coctree, however, agrees with the
removal of G on pension, is thxing
pensions is mobhing peaple o justity
the luxurious life style of polincians
and hurcaucrals

He says the proposal to increase

public spending on housing {rom
0.1 % 10 5% of gross domestio product
would b sensible if everything cor
relutes with affordable and altemative
housing.

“In respect 1o the troduction of
termy Timils Tor the chiel justice, o
would reduce abuse of power and
conflictof interest. The previous elec-

once-off one-vear 1w holiday for  tion outcome is still a fresh memaory

companies that create 100 permo-
nent jobs, saying it will resalt in the

of growing distrust in the judiciary, as
supported by arecent Alrobarometer

ncrease of artificial job creationand  Survey”™ he adds.
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